&6             LIFE OF RUSSELL H. CONWELL"
Oonwell with, a love which the former did not then understand, the boy loved duty and right better, and Bravely disobeying these orders, he read on.
The company was stationed at Fort Macon, North! Carolina, for awhile, and then sent to Newport Barracks. Here it was that Captain Conwell and his soldiers cut the logs and built the first free schoolhouse erected for colored children. Colonel Conwell himself taught it at first and then he engaged a woman to teach. It is still standing.
Months passed away and the men received no pay. Request after request Captain Conwell sent to headquarters at Newberne, but received no repfy.    The men became discontented and unruly.    Some had families at home in need.    All of these tales were poured into the young Captain's ears.    Beady ever to relieve trouble, impatient always to get to work and remedy a wrong, instead of talking about it, Captain Conwell decided to ride to Newberne, find out what was the matter and have the men's money forwarded at once.    Leaving an efficient officer in command and securing a pass, which he never stopped to consider was not a properly made-out permit for a leave of absence for a commanding officer, he took an orderly and started.    It was a twenty-mile ride to Newberne and meant an absence of some time.   But he anticipated no trouble, for the rebels had been letting the Northern troops severely alone for nearly a year.
He had covered barely two-thirds of the distance, when a Union man passed, who shouted as he hurried' on, " Your men are in a fight" Conwell and his orderly turned, put their horses to the gallop and rode back furiously* It was too lata The country between